10                 TALES OF BENGAL
I the man to sell my son for filthy lucre ? I hear that Calcutta folks occasionally do so, but I am quite opposed to the custom. Should Sham Babu agree to this match, I will make no stipulations whatever as to a money payment. He is in very moderate circumstances, and may give whatever he chooses. Please see him at once and let me have his decision/'
Kanto Babu promised to do so and withdrew, inwardly chuckling over his diplomacy.
Shim Babu called on him the same evening to learn its issue. He was delighted to find that Kumo-dini Babu was not averse to the match, but his face fell on hearing of the difference of clan. Observing his agitation, Kanto Babu observed gently, " I don't see why a matter, which is not even mentioned in our Shastras (holy books), should cause one moment's hesitation. Pluck up your courage, man, and all will go well"
" Perhaps so/' murmured Shim Babu. " But I do stand in awe of the Samaj " (a caste-assembly which pronounces excommunication for breaches of custom).
" That's all nonsense 1 Look at our friend Kunjalal Babu who has just married his son to a Barendri girl. Is he an outcast ? Certainly not. It is true that the ultra-orthodox kicked a bit at first; but they all came round, and joined in the ceremony with zest. I can quote scores of similar instances to